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By Carole Aous ..;: ‘, - 3 %
»~'The Central Intelhgence Agency has.demed a report that
“with at least its tacit- consent Afncan swme fever was dehberate-
*!y introduced into Cuba in 1971, i e J"‘
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Respondmg yesterday fou formal mqulry by the Senate Se-"'-
'lec’t Committee on Intelhgence ‘the” “agency demed any invo ve-

ment in the swine fever outbreak in Cuba. =AY

,,The Senate’ mqmry resulted from a Newsday mvwhgat:on
that dlscloged CIA'involvement m‘tbe swine fever outbreak. The
‘investigation included admissigns:by members of ‘the U.S. intel-
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lxgence commumty that they helped transport a sealed container
.of wme-fe\er virus-from a U.S.  Arimy.base and CIA training |
-.ground in’ Panama to.Cuba with the aid of paid anti-Castro ter-

‘yorists. The disease, whxch does not affect humans, broke out in
‘epidemie proportions in Cuba, where pork i 1s a staple forcmg the
govemmen& to slauxhter 500,000 pigs. . . :

Spencer Davis, a spokesman Tor the- comrmttee headed by
Sen. Daniel Inouye "(D-Hawaii), released a statement on_the
matter yesterday, adding that without further mformat:on, the
'CIA denial terminates the inquiry. Rick Sia, a spokesman for In-
ouye, said that the statement. reflecis Inouyes position. When
asked about apparent factual discrepancies in the statedfient, he
said he would ask Inouye for a mponse Sra, however, dxd not
call back. Ve

-Accoiding fo the statement read by Daws' “The agency told
the select commxttee that it knows nothing whatsoever of an al-
jeged plot 'to infect Cuban livestock by the introduction of swine
fever.”. Davis sald "Accord.mg ‘to information made available to
the committee, a massive outbreak of African swme fever was de-
tected in Cuba in 1971. The disease had come into Cuba by
means of dried, uncured meat imported from Europe, according
to this informatron. To prevent possible spread of the drsease to
the U.S,, the Department of Agriculture conducted a massu.e
swme jnocplation program in ‘the Southeastern states.” - 23

- But according to Ahmed Dardiri, laboratory chief: of dxag-
nostic research at the Plum Island Animal Disease Laboratory,_
and a vrrologxsl: who has specialized in African swine fever virus;
“There i no vaccine for African swine fever yet. We do not yet
have any Vaccine. for the dxsea.se. ‘The.inoculations, according to
the CIA, 'were administered by : ‘the ‘Department of Agnculture,

t&e same government department that operates Plum Xsland.. -+

'States' “as*soon as it was diagnosed, there would be-immediate

- Dardiri was as}.ed whether any vaccmatlon program agamsf
Afnean swine fever virus could have been admmlstered" “Noné.| -
whatsoever > be said, adding- there’ was never-“any vaccination:
agamst swine fever-in the United States . . mot at any time.{-
"'This is a devasfating disease,” he said,- “and-the work [on it]
xeally is restrxcted to Plum Island center” Hesaid he has never
heara of the virus being transmitted through dried meat. T

- Dardiri said that if the disease broke out in the Umted

-control of ‘the:disease- through eradication—Xkill [the pxgs] ex-
actly as'it happengd in Cuba.” - * R A T AR L 2
! - Rep. Thomas - Downey (D-West Ishp), a member of the.
.‘House Armed" Servxces -Committee; said last mght "The CIA’s]
“‘apparent use of swine fever agents agamst Cuba is both inexcusa--
ble - and" intolerable.--I: - have: asked- CIA-dlrector-dargnate
[Theodore] Sorenson to look into the situation’, ' 2135 3w
"I‘he ‘CTA has refused to comment on" the'charges-to repm'tb
ers. 20y T 2hhsuad i ,a'm -cm..\.n;~ "J ﬁ.]
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